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April Services at St. Leonards
Good Friday 3rd April

Joint Benefice GOOD FRIDAY Reflections at The Cross

Come to one or all


    St. Peter’s Tankersley Stations 1-5

12 – 1.00pm






    Holy Trinity Thurgoland Stations 5-10
2.00 – 3.00pm






    St. Leonards’ Wortley Stations 11-15

3.30 - 4.30pm

EASTER SUNDAY 5th April
Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert    at 11.00am

Sunday 12th April


Holy Communion with Rev. Nick Grayshon
      at 6.30pm
Sunday 19th April 
Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert    at 11.00 am
Sunday 26th April


Morning Praise with Ian Watson  at 

      at 11.00 am
Wednesday 1st April

Church AGM and PCC Meeting



7.00pm

Rev. Chris will hold “drop-in” sessions at St. Leonards between 17.00 and 18.30 on the first Monday of each month  throughout the year.  He will be pleased to discuss arrangements for any church events you have planned - weddings, baptisms, etc.
***************************
St. Leonards is open to visitors EVERY WEDNESDAY from 11am to 3pm and there is a
‘Drop In’  TEA and CHAT session between 1 and 3pm
*****************************
*

COLOURFUL ARTWORK AT ST. LEONARDS

The St. Leonards’ family says a heartfelt thank you to the children and staff of Thurgoland Primary School for putting on another wonderful display of colourful artworks all around the Church as part of Penistone Arts Week.  Each year the display seems to get bigger and better and is much enjoyed by congregation and visitors alike.  THANK YOU.
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
Wortley Tower News
Ringing Outing Number Four – East Yorkshire

Following on from our three ringing outings of last year our intrepid band of ringers set off on the first one of 2026 this month. Our chosen area to visit was the Yorkshire Wolds in the East Riding of Yorkshire. Our first church of the day was St James Nunburnholme. A six-bell tower in a stunning location. The ropes were at ground level or as it’s known in the ringing world a ground floor ring. Inside this church is a stone cross shaft dating from the Saxon period when Vikings had taken control of much of The Wolds.  45 minutes later we were on our way to the next church, St Martin’s Hayton. This was a quirky ground floor ring of three bells with ropes that were all in a straight line rather than a circle. Ringing these needed two ringers facing the same way and one the opposite way or you couldn’t see everyone. The bells here were very old, all three were cast in 1450.

Our final church of the morning was All Saints Pocklington. 50 spiral stairs to the ringing room of this eight-bell tower and a heavy Tenor of 17 hundredweight. Most of us hadn’t visited the town of Pocklington before and we are going to go back for a proper look round. 

Liz one of our ringers has family in Pocklington and she knew where we could get a lovely pub lunch. So, we had our mid-day meal in The Feather’s Hotel. Nice food and drinks set us up for the afternoon.

All Saints Market Weighton was our first church of the afternoon. An 8-bell tower with a ringing room at the top of a steep flight of wooden stairs. Was it stairs or a ladder, we settled on a stadder. In the ringing room was a huge clock pendulum swinging back and forth. We were ringing as church members arrived for a church meeting. Some were a bit surprised that the bells were ringing for them.

Next, we started heading homeward but still had time for two more churches, first was All Saints Holme on Spalding Moor. This church stands on the hill of Keuper Marl which rises out of the Vale of York. A six-bell ground floor ring with ropes that are in the kitchen. There is a stunning stained-glass window here to remember all those who served on 76 Squadron based at the nearby airfield during WW2. The windows show two Halifax aircraft returning home guided by a light on the tower of the church.

Our final church of the day was All Saints Bubwith. A six-bell ground floor ring in a beautiful church in a lovely village. The rear of the Nave here has been converted to a community space with an impressive kitchen and toilet facilities and wheelchair lifts to access from outside. The river Derwent flows alongside the churchyard here and it is tidal.

We had a fabulous day of ringing in a beautiful area of Yorkshire. Thanks to Dawn for arranging the outing towers and knitting the mice (see below), Liz for sorting out our lunch arrangements and Andrew for running the ringing at the churches. We always leave a donation at every church and a knitted sally mouse, our Wortley trademark. Hayton church has since been in touch to thank us and say how the children and congregation enjoyed passing our mouse around in the morning service. But we had a bear accompanying us too. Rescued from a charity shop in Mablethorpe he has been restored to become our mascot and given the name Bob Major after a method on 8 bells. Follow him and our team’s adventures on Instagram.

Hope Valley Ringers in Wortley
On our practice night of 12th March our ringing friends from Hope and Castleton came to visit and join our practice. We had a wonderful evening of ringing with good friends. Of course, we finished up in the pub across the road in true bell ringers’ tradition. 

Post Box Topper

You might have noticed the Wortley pillar box has been wrapped in plastic waiting for its new door and conversion to being a solar powered smart box that can take parcels. Unfortunately, our topper won’t fit on the new type as the solar panel is on the top. Sue and Tony rescued the topper for us, and we will find a new home for it.

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
